
We’ve offered the Raleigh community 

space-saving solutions for the past 10 

years. We recommend Northwind Traders 

to anyone who will listen to us.  They 

helped us reclaim over 700 square feet of 

our house!” - Annie D. Balitmore 

PICKENS  

ELEMENTARY 
2015-2016 
Parent Brochure 
 
The mission of PES, supported by the home 
and community, is to empower all students to 
achieve their fullest potential and to be posi-
tive contributing citizens by engaging them in 
valuable learning experiences in a safe child-
centered environment. 

 

 

School Accolades 

¶ PES is proud to be the home of 2014-2015 

Pickens County Teacher of the Year, Nikki 

Miller. 

¶ Palmetto Silver Award 2006-2007, 2011-

2012, 2012-2013 

¶ Red Carpet School 2003-2007, 2008-2013 

¶ Safe Kids Safe School 2011-2012, 2012-

2013, 2013-2014, 2014-2015 

After School Activities 

¶ After School Care 

¶ First Lego League Robotics 

¶ YAMs (Young Appalachian Musicians) 

¶ Honors Chorus 

¶ Hope Club 

¶ Good News Club 

¶ Student Council 

 

SDPC District Handbook 

Please refer to the School District of Pickens 

County “Back to School 2015” Parent Handbook 

for further information regarding district and 

school policies.  This can be found under the 

Parents Tab at pickens.k12.sc.us 

 

Field Trips 

Field trips will be planned throughout the year to 

enhance classroom instruction. The school en-

courages parents to chaperone events. All chap-

erones must be volunteer-trained and have un-

dergone a SLED check. The school also re-

serves the right to require parent participation on 

field trips based on student conduct or medical 

safety concerns. 

School Visitors and Volunteers 

Volunteers are a significant part of the school 

and provide valuable service. For the protection 

of faculty, staff, and students, all visitors and 

volunteers must sign in and out at the office. 

Please display your visitor badge at all times. 

Grading Scale 

¶ 5K—The progress of students is based on a 

district/state-defined checklist of standards: 

S (Satisfactory) and N (Needs Practice). 

¶ 1st-2nd—The state-defined scale is used: 

¶ 3rd-5th—The state-defined scale is used: 

E S N U 

Above Grade-

Level Expecta-

tions 

Meets Grade-

Level Expecta-

tions 

Difficulty Meet-

ing Grade-Level 

Expectations 

Below Grade-

Level Expecta-

tions 

A B C D F 

93-100 85-92 77-84 70-76 69 and 

below 



News 

Student news, teacher webpages, school calendar, 

and general communication will be updated regu-

larly on our website and Facebook page. Online 

grades will be updated once per week and are 

communicated via Schoology. Time sensitive infor-

mation will be communicated via our automated 

phone software called ParentLink. The lunch menu 

is also available online for parents. Parents can 

deposit money online for lunch accounts. 

School Discipline Plan 

The district communicates  

district-wide policies for dress 

code and behavior. These are 

listed in the SDPC “Back to 

School” handbook. Each class-

room at PES uses a clip chart 

system to encourage positive 

behavior. Students begin each 

day at “Prepared for Learning” 

and may move their clip down 

the chart (if behavior is unac-

ceptable) or up the chart (if 

behavior is positive). Students 

have the opportunity to move 

up or down the chart through-

out the day. Classroom teach-

ers may communicate with 

parents about a child’s behav-

ior using this system. 

School Nutrition Service 

If a student’s lunch account becomes past due, a 

call will be made indicating that payment is re-

quired. If payment is not received, a lunch from 

home may be required or the student will receive 

an alternative meal. You may contact the Cafeteria 

Manager at 397-2308 for any questions about your 

child’s lunch account. Applications for free and 

reduced price meals are available online at  

http://sdpcnutrition.com/FreeReducedMeals. 

Attendance 

Good attendance is necessary for progress in 

school. If it is necessary to be out of school due 

to sickness or family emergency, a written ex-

cuse (either medical excuse or parent note) is 

required to be turned in within three days. The 

school will immediately intervene with the par-

ents of any student who is unlawfully absent from 

school for (3) consecutive days or a total of (5) 

days. Students with excessive absences will be 

referred to the District Attendance Supervisor. 

Early Dismissal/Transportation Changes 

Students may be signed out only by a parent/

guardian unless another adult is listed on the 

sign-out card completed during registration. A 

phone call or written note from the parent is re-

quired for transportation changes. Without notifi-

cation, students will be expected to follow their 

normal mode of transportation. 

Weekly Folders & Agendas  

Every Friday, PES students bring home a weekly 

folder. These folders contain student work, as-

signments, notes, newsletters, and other im-

portant information for the family. Parents/

Guardians are asked to review the folder’s con-

tents and sign that they’ve received them. The 

student should return the folder on the following 

Monday. This is an excellent source of communi-

cation between home and school. Also, please 

review and sign your child’s agenda daily to keep 

up with their assignments. 

Welcome to Camp Pickens! 
Welcome to another school year at Pickens Ele-
mentary! We are excited about getting this year 
underway. Please review this parent brochure 
thoroughly for information regarding your child’s 
education at Pickens Elementary, and let us know 
what questions you have. We are looking forward 
to another great year! — Dr. Fain & Mrs. Lawton 

Daily Schedule 

7:30 am– School buses arrive and doors are 

opened for students. No student drop-off before 

7:30 am. All car riders must load/unload at the 

front of the building—parking is not allowed at the 

sign or across the street.  

7:55 am– All students report to homeroom. 

8:00 am– School begins. Students arriving after 

8:00 am are tardy and must be accompanied to 

the office by a parent/guardian to be signed in. 

2:00 pm– No sign-outs after this time. 

2:30 pm– School is dismissed. Parents in car line 

should have a car tag hanging visibly from the 

mirror. Those who do not have a car tag will be 

required to come inside, produce identification, 

and sign out the child. In addition, an After School 

Care charge will be added for any student not 

picked up by 3:00 pm. 

2:30 pm-5:30 pm– After School Care program. 

Students must be picked up by 5:30 pm.  

Contact Us 

Pickens Elementary School 

567 Hampton Avenue 

Pickens, SC 29671 

(864) 397-2300 

http://pickens.k12.sc.us/pes 


